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Editorially Speakingé
By Dawn M. Dickinson, RT(R)(M)(CT)

Thank God Spring is finally here!! | am so tired of the snow!! | am sure
you all agree with me there.

This edition marks the®lanniversary of Technically Speaking being an
internet newsletter only. What do you thinkZahdonestly tell you that thjeb is

much harder than it | o dhesditionBogathértisthg
easy partTrying to findarticles and other items of interéstput inhere, thats
the problemS o | am putt i ryq wanhto see thusu t

newsletter continue, | need helptherwise, | am afraid Technically
Speaking will just fall by the wayside, disappear due to a lack of interesited
my fellow board members to write somethiagput amonth ago. The same few
peope, whocontinuallysend me things to print, sent me a submission. This is
very frustrating position to lmenoione
wants to hear me ramble on.

So, step up to the platpeople!write an article! Show uall how you
feel about your profession. You can give your opinion on something, you can
us about a new protocol or equipment you may be using at your employment
ANYTHING!! 't doesndt have to be perfec

Now, | e tistisss other thgs. Soon we will be having our board electio
This year, this wild.| be done ONLI N
www.msrt.orgto vote for the individual you feel will do the best job in the
particular office they i@ nominated for. There are lots of new faces on the ball
should prove to be an exciting election this year.

Plans for the annual meeting are well under way. The theme for this ysq
meeting is ALetds Get Di gi t alérdaidtheAg
artwork which you will see on the brochure, due to be sent out sometime in Ji
think). It was hard to come up with an idea for a drawing to go with that themg
| hope you like what | came up with. Rex is doing the final touches wathetst of
the cover and | am excited to see it in fineshed product

Well, I think that is about all | can think of to say at this point. | am on n
way out to ride my new bike. | am training for a 400 mile ride at the end of

summerWe willseeiflc an make it I know, AT
thing | asked, but | am willing to try. | know | can do it if | put my mind to it. Th
problem is, wild.l my body agree wit

time, enjoy your spring weatHdrknow | am!!
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A Message from our Stude

Spring is here and for some, graduation is near! Since my last article in the winter
edition, | had the opportunity to attend the RT in DC to lobby for the CARE bill. To
those unsure of what the care bill is about, let me explain.

The CARE bill is proposed patient care legislation. Facilities and institutions that
treat Medicare patients would be required to hire medical imaging technologists,
radiation therapists and medical physicists who meet minimum educational and
credentialing requirements. If passed this bill would be beneficial to all of us in the radiology field by forcing
employers to hire a technologist who is knowledgeable and properly trained. It is a fact that in Michigan there are
no licensure laws at all to protect quality patient care when it comes to people being exposed to radiation. This is
a scary thought to me!

As the student liaison for the MSRT, | had the opportunity to lobby for this bill in Washington DC with Laurie
Williams (President of the MSRT), Dawn Sturk (President elect), Paul Hyde (Chairman of the Board), and Gary
Duehring (Legislative Committee Chairman). These fine people were a great joy to join on this very important
journey to Capital Hill. Please, if interested, look up where we stand in our progress with passing this Bill. The bill
has already passed through the Senate side of congress!!

As May is approaching, it will be time for me to graduate from the Radiology program at Lansing Community
College. A new student will need to take my place. This is such a wonderful experience and | encourage first year :
students to inquire how they can become the next student liaison!! Also, attend the next annual MSRT convention.
This convention is filled with wonderful speakers, a chance to meet other students, network within your field, and
get involved!!

Please feel free to email me at badgleyk@comcast.net with any questions!

Sincerely, Kyle (Student Liaison)

A

g

.....
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Greetings to all of my Fellow MSRT Members,
We | | spring has finally sprungé. kind of
probably just as anxious for the nice weather as | am.
March was a busy month for the MSRT. On March 8" Gary Duehring (Legislative Committee
Chairman), Paul Hyde (Chairman of the Board), Dawn Sturk (President Elect), Kyle Badgley
(Student Liaison), and myself attended the 10™ Annual RT in DC meeting in Washington DC.
While we were there on Capitol Hill we visited both of our Senators and all of our
Representatives. It is pretty amazing how
folks that we met with were fully aware of the bill and what it was about. We left DC feeling
pretty good about what we had accomplished. The CARE Bill has a lot of support from the
Michigan legislators; however that does NOT mean that we can just sit back and wait to see
what happens. We all need to stay in contact with our legislators and make sure they stay
aware and up to date about where the Bill is and what is going on with it. | thank those of you
who do make contact with your Congressmen and women. It is so important that we get this
bill passed!!!
Also in March we held our Annual Mid-America meeting at the Holiday Inn-Gateway
Centre in Flint. This was the most successful Mid America meeting we have had in a long
time. We put on a General Track, Mammography Track, Radiation Therapy Review and for
the first time, a CT Review. These meetings are successful not only in part because all who
attend them, but because of the tireless commitment of the planning committees. The folks
that planned this meeting, worked hard to put on the best meeting possible for you, so to the
Pl anning Committee, I say AThank YOUo! !
and also left with some new passion for your profession and the patient community we serve.
Now we are looking forward to September. Our Annual Meeting will be on September
17"-19™ 2008 at the Valley Plaza in Midland. All of the planning for this meeting is just about
wrapped up, with the exception of a few minor details that still need fine tuning. | think that you
will all enjoy what we are putting together for you. Please be watching for the flyers, we will be
sending them out in June. You can go to the website and get applications for the Essay
Contest and the Scientific Exhibit Contest. There are student and technologist
categories...why not give it a try...get creative and win a little extra cash!!! | look forward to
seeing you all there!!!!
In closing | would just like to that everyone for their support throughout the year. The
MSRT is here for YOU!!! If you have any questions, comments, or ideas, feel free to send
them our way, weodll do our best to address
Thanks again!!
Respectively,
Laurie Williams R.T. (R)(CT)(MR)
MSRT President 2007-2008




CRA PREFERRED
By Gary Duehring, PhD, CRA, RT, FAHRA

Recently, having the opportunity to speak with several Human Resource Directors, | found a
Ainew twistod when | ooki ng dbletored®iadumber a dpoly DeBcriptiom rdmo r s
the Midwest as | was approached by a number of Health Systems to see if | would be interested in
speaking to them about possible employment.

What | found, in the section on education and competencies and requirements for consideration
was, ACRA Preferredo.

Being a Commissioner for the Radiology Administrators Certification Commission (RACC), | was
thrilled. | could not help but to think of how meaningful these credentials have become so quickly. But
then,i t 6s not the credential s, but the caliber of p
distinction in our profession. Now those health systems, that do comparative market share research
and the economics of healthcare, see the cost efficiency of individuals with demonstrated skills and
competenci es. They APrefero interviewing exper.
Just as Radiology Administrators, we seek credentialed staff (and now with the directives from CMS
requiring specific facilities to have staff credentialed in their modality of practice this is even more
economic), knowing that these individuals have established themselves as possessing certain qualities
and skills, and as a rule of thumb do perform more effectively and efficiently, so have Corporate

Of ficers discovered the value of credentialing.
experienced leader.
Our coll eagues who are CRAO6s have proven them

be able to perform with a higher degree of efficiency and effectiveness to the point where the have
drawn deserved recognition.

They deserve our recognition and thanks. As
expertise demonstrated, the value received for the investment by healthcare facilities, and the quality of
care directed to the patients under the | eadersh

Do credentials assure competencies? We al | Kk
economic market, any possible indicator that can help those burdened with the responsibility of
deci sion making to make an educated choice, is 0

| know that in Michigan, Ohio, lllinois, Tennessee and California, | have seen this meaningful
expression of trust and valueé. . CRA Preferred.

If you have the desire to demonstrate to your staff, the value you place in credentials, by sitting
the CRA exam, or if you want to test your current capabilities and maybe gain some self edification, or
if you want to improve your professional status and exposure within the Healthcare medical Imaging
Community, you need to consider the value of bei
professional, and being one of those who speak so well of our profession is in itself a rewarding
camaraderie, but now it also provides a sense of economic rewards also.
If you are not a CRA, you can learn more about this opportunity at the AHRA Web site
www.ahraonline.org or by speaking with any CRA you might know (if | know CRA 6 s , |l 6m sur e
no problem speaking to these credentials).

| challenge you, demonstrate self confidence and pride in who you are as a professional.
Demonstrate the ability to |l ead other prof estisni on
a position of APreferenceo. Just remember é0 CRA
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REGISTRATION VS. STATE LICENSING VS. NATIONAL CERTIFICATION

Do You KNow THE DIFFERENCE?
By Dawn Dickinson RT(R)(M)(CT)

Are you confused? Do you know what it means to be registered or licensed? And what about
certification? Where does that fall in the mix?

According to the ARRT, to be ftertifiedomeans that an individual has satisfied all
requirements, including education and ethics, and has passed the registry exam through the ARRT.

For one to be firegisteredo, they must have
met requirements for the annual renewal of said certificate.
ALIi censingo refers to state | aws. Il ndi vi dua

comply with the Consumer-Patient Radiation Health and Safety Act of 1981. As of May 2006, only 35
states have enacted laws of state licensure. Those states are,

Arizona Kentucky Ohio
Arkansas Louisiana Oregon
California Maine Pennsylvania
Colorado Maryland Rhode Island
Connecticut Massachusetts South Carolina
Delaware Mississippi Tennessee
Florida Montana Texas

Hawaii Nebraska Utah

Illinois New Jersey Vermont
Indiana New Mexico Virginia

lowa New York Washington
West Virginia Wyoming

Within recent years, there has been a push to strengthen the Act of 1981 and make it a law in
every state. To do this, the Alliance for Quality Imaging and Radiation Therapy have pushed for
rei mbursements through federal programs contin
to be licensed. The bill, (known as the RadCARE bill in the U.S. Senate and the CARE bill, as it is
known in Congress) is currently being pushed and has many sponsors to back it. The hope is that
soon, all states will require licensure in order to ensure that the patient will have a quality exam by an
educated professional.

When these bills do finally pass, there will still be a need for certification and registration. That
is one way to ensure that an individual has passed his education requirements. This is handled by the
ARRT. The R.T. (registered technologist) must meet the requirements for the ongoing, annual
renewal of registration.

To become licensed, the individual states utilize an ARRT administered test. But, that is the
only way the ARRT is connected to state licensing. Each state is responsible for setting their own
rules and regulations in regards to licensing and for maintaining licensure. The state will award the
license that gives the technologist permission to practice in the radiology field.

So, are you less confused now? Do you know what it means to be registered or licensed? One
thing is for certain. They both are intended to make sure that every patient receives the highest
quality care by trained professionals.

If you would like more information about the CARE and RadCARE bills, visit the Government
Relations section of the ARRT website. www.arrt.org
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Getting to knowéMy cowo/RITR)CTMi chel e

How many times haayou sat back and watched your coworkers. Watched how they interact|
with patients, doctors and other coworkers. Have you noticed the ones who are caring, devoted,
intelligent, willing to share their knowledge without talking down to others. Have yau@udehose
deserving individuals how great they are and how much you respect them? In our everyday work |
all have those days when we just want to give up, to throw in the towel. Then you take a look at th
individual; that one coworkerwho&s r ol e model to others. There¢
to be even better, the one who sets the bar and dares you to match their professionalism. For me,
person is Michele. She is a great technologist, my weekend partner, and one whdnehdaAlways
willing to do anything, she is a champion for the patient in her kindness and caring. Also willing to
new things, currently she is going to MRI school while working part time in CT. She has those day:
wher e s he i sdoidgtthe sgatitheng (of toursehvee ali ds). She has wondered if she sha
give up on school, but she doesndét, she is 1
beaten down and just completely stressed (again, we all do). But hahg daes and | am so proud of
her for it. She is a great technologist who | am glad to have had the privilege of knowing. She has
me to keep on chugging and to not let things get you down, because most of the time changing the
of our hands.

Mi chel e, you are my hero, and my friend.
yourself. | will always remember our weekends together. Sharing Hawaiian pizza while scanning
head that just wonodot Ahvartitey e bden givenpandsaréamiagat uls
Aget the F*** out of my house!! 0, while st uc
phone that is ringing off the hook because we let the secretary leave early, scrambling to find the
stethoscope for the radiologist to assess the patient who is having a severe reaction to contrast, lis
8006s music, and pushing tr ans p o fub; Bow,d thiokwe needf
somerealcoffee!!!)

Love you my Friend, Bwn

Interesting Case Study

Pt has swelling and redness of left eye. Inability to
open eye, she states no

it is discovered that she had an abscessed tooth
withinthetwowee ks pri or, but
medical attention.

Diagnosis: Cellulitis of the eye

woke up with it Iike tha




The X-Ray Project 8 Diagnostic Scan Exhibit Documents the Human Toll of Terrorism

By Beth W. Orenstein

Radiology Today
Vol. 8 No. 19 P. 18, September 24, 2007 Reprinted with the permission of Radiology Today ©. Great Valley Publishing Co.

Physicians use x-rays and CT scans to diagnose and treat patients. But Boston-area artist Diane Covert is using x-rays and
CT scans to show the terrible pain and suffering that terrorists cause worldwided and to say it must stop.

Covert, who describes herself as a documentary photographer, has taken 70 diagnostic images from two of the largest
hospitals in Jerusalem and turned them 4RAYPoo jtehcet .ndovi ng exh

The exhibit, which receives positive reviews wherever it goes, has been touring the country since opening in October 2006
at Harvard Medical School in Boston.

Several x-rays on display show shrapneld hex nuts, bolts, nails, metald lodged invariouspar t s of vi cti msd I
arms, necks. Other images show the damaged feet of a child aged 8 to 10, a head injury to a child aged 4, and the nail in
the chest wall of an anonymous victim. Some are single images while some are series.

Covert has done little to alter the images other than enlarge them and print them on Duratrans film, which is used mainly for
background materi al in studios o¢rrafyi,l nbustetist. hfAaDsu raa tmialnksy ibs
have to be backlitthewayanxr ay does, 0 Covert says.

Nevertheless, the images she selected are mounted on four-sided kiosks made of hollow aluminum tubing; the 4- X 4-foot
kiosks have lights inside them that illuminate the images.

Plenty of Material
Covert had hundreds of images from which to choose. When she requested them from the hospitals in Israel, they sent her
disks full of them. No patients whose images were used in the project were identified by name.

A Boston radiologist, Rebecca Schwartz, MD, helped Covertunderstand what she was | ooking at.
with her going through every single one, 0 Covert recalls.

Covert took notes on pieces of sticky paper during their conversation and then attached the notes to the images. She used
the information she had gathered to write artistic captions to accompany the images she selected for the exhibit.

Covertds poignant captions are what she believes the unint
injured. For example, one image ofawatchembedded i n a womané6s neck titled, @Al W
college then, riding the bus to campus. When he exploded, his watch blasted into my neck. Some of the shrapnel tore

through my carotid artery, which carries blood to my brain

Covert says she chose black and white x-rays and CT scansd some are subtraction imagesd rather than news film of the
victims of terrorist bombings for two reasons. One is that x-rays and CT scans would be the perfect metaphor for her

purpose, which is to look inside terrorism and see what happens to innocent bystanders when terrorists blow themselves up

on a bus or in a crowded marketplace. The other is that she thought stills of people on the street after a bombing would

have been too graphi bavedNéweenf easggetowaaelhgdi re, 0 she says,
stomach for it. They canét | ook at soft tissue or blood. o

When she decided to create something about terrorism, Cove
what was going on had already been done in the hospitals by doctors and nursesandx-r ay techni ci ans. 0

Covert became determined to do something about terrorism when she was running errands a few years ago and heard a
report on National Public Radio about the first female suicide bomber. The report focused on the gender of the bomber and
failed to mention her victims. Covert remembers feeling ou




She started the project onehwheboWweprbetawseal dhwowsndédt wsasn
anywher e. It could, potentially, have gone nowhere and jus

Later, she was able to secure grants from The David Project Center for Jewish Leadership, a Boston-based non-profit
organization which has as its mission to promote a fair and honest understanding of the Arab-Israeli conflict.

Emergency Department Images
Covert says it occurred to her that fimod e rthmtwmaasdinphobtogephyg r a ws
but with electromagnetic radiationofx-r ays and CT scans and with this, we can s

Through acquaintances, Covert contacted the emergency departments (EDs) at Shaare Zedek Medical Center and

Hadassah Medical Center in Jerusalem, where the physicians were more than willing to help her. She requested the images

of those who had been treated because they were victims of
very interested inordinarypeopl e | i ving their |ives who get caught up in

The project would have been completed sooner, but one of the doctors who was helping her, David Applebaum, MD, head
of the ED at Shaare Zedek, was killed by a terrorist along with his daughter, Naava, aged 20, on the eve of her wedding.
They were having a father-daughter chat in a café in Jerusalem when a terrorist walked in and exploded himself.

Ironically, Covert says, Applebaum had been known for helping victims of terrorism and was often the first physician on the
scene of an attack.

Although the diagnostic images are from two hospitals in Jerusalem, the exhibit is not just about the Arab-Israeli conflict,
Covert says. It is about terrorism in general, which sadly is on the rise around the world, she says.

Anonymous Victims

Covert purposely doesné6t identify the victims in the exhib
Thail and, or even the Uni tingduthdwta dodhss [in FBbWwihre 2002], thesepicenter af trrofismg u r
was in |Israel. So it wouldndédt have occurred to me to go an

Jerusalem is an international, multicultural city, she says. As aresult, roughlyone quarter of the exhib
Muslims. The rest are Christians and Jews. But what is ideal about the x-rays, Covert says, is that no one can tell the
victimsd skin color.

The first image in the exhibit is also meant to be a metaphor. Covert has taken eight imagesd including of a skull, torso,
arms, legs, hands, and feetd and created a full-body skeleton from them. Anatomically, she says, the person is not correct,
but thatés her artistic |icense. The piece is titled, Al W

Surgery Photography
Covert, who has photographed former presidents Gerald Ford and Jimmy Carter, says she was comfortable working with x-

rays and CT scans because her first job after art school w
ddal | their photogr aphy n eraydechnigiansbhtésaw alot af that dterialy ansl hphdtographed x

surgeries and things that you would not be allowed to do t
She is not, she says, the first artist to use existing objectstocr eat e art. While the practice
gained prominence in the early part of the 20th century wh
bel ong together, examining new meamiymrsgs Fforrom xtahmp | ree w scheembsic

DuChamp famously mounted a bicycle wheel onto a footstool, rendering them both useless. These were thought pieces,
verbal and visual jokes. 0




Covert says she is also following in a long tradition of artists who commenton t he brutality of war.

portfolio, 6The Disasters of War, 6 is perhaps the most gra
[ Pabl o] Picassobs 6Guernicad and beyond, 06 Covert says in h
War on Film

AAl most as soon as it became technically possible, the stu

War, including hundreds of images of soldiers in battle and in death. This tradition has continued throughout every conflict to
the present day, 0 she writes.

Covert says photography is a way of making an image by drawing with the very light that the objects reflects. i So when
look at photographs from the Civil War battlefield of Antietam, we see something very close to the horror of the scenes as
they appeared to the photographer. We see records of actua

Her project is similar, she says, only it looks at the inside of real events.

Covert often speaks before the exhibit opens and has a PowerPoint presentation on her work as well. Most showings have
been at colleges and medical schools. Remaining tour stops are at Stanford University (October 28 to November 2) and
San Jose State University (November 11 to 16).

She also created a Web site, www.x-rayproject.org, where she has posted 30 of the images and comments from people
who have seen the X-RAY Project.

The comment from Jonathan Rhodes, MD, is typical: AThi-s ex
seed for health workers, as well as |l ay peopl e. I't might e
terrorist attackséo

0 Beth W. Orenstein is a freelance medical writer and regular contributor to Radiology Today. She writes from her home in

!
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A magazine recently ran a Dilbert quotes
contest. They were looking for people to
submit quotes from their real-life Dilbert-
type managers. These were voted the
top ten quotes in corporate America:

The Lighter Side,

My sister passed away a
was scheduled for Motad
my Boss, he said she di
that | would have to miss
busiest day of the year.
if we could change her b
He said,
"That would be better f

(Shipping executive, FTD Florists)

“No onewill believe you solved
this problem in one day! We've

"As of tomorrow,
employees will only be
able to access the
building using
individual sec urity
cards. Pictures will be
taken next Wednesday,
and employees will
receive their cards in

two weeks."
(This was the winning quote from

Fred Dales, Microsoft Corp. in
\ Redmond, WA) /

been working onit for months.
Now go act busy for a few weeks
and
I'll let you know when it's time to
tell them."
(R&D supervisor, Minnesota
Minina and Manufacturina/3Mm

“No one will believe you
solved this problem in one
day! We've been working on
it for months. Now go act

busy for a few weeks and I'll
let you know when it's time

to tell them."

(R&D supervisor, Minnesota Mining
and Manufacturing/3M Corp.)

"E-mail is not to be used

to pass on information or

data. It should be used
only for company

business."
(Accounting manager, Electric
Boat Company)

> Corporation)

"What | need is ¢
exact list of spec
unknown problei

might encounter
(Lykes Lines Shipping)

"Doing it right is
excuse for not nr
the schedule.

(Plant Manager, Delco

Quote from the Boss:
*learmniork i a lok of people
doingy vhak T 4."

(Marketing executive, Citrix

Corporation)

N

g preieck i 2 inportank ve )
ean't lek Lhinog that are more
inporkant. inker@re. vith i€.”

(Advertising/Marketing manager,
United Parcel Service)

_




